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feilities of tradie, because the value of the properly: of the State is
thus increased, and the basis of taxation, which is its legitimate
{hurce of Tevenue and power, ¢otfespondingly enlaiged, 'This is,
erbaps, the chigf end to whicli the State should hghifh‘ly look in
Jor relations to these works. It may; indeed, be gravely consid-
éred whether any connection with such works is desirable by the
State, other than su¢h supervisory power as 'may be neécessary (b
prevent the abuse or misapplication of corporate privileges.
" The recent instailation of Franklin Pierce as Piesident of the
Republic i)%ing to the inomentous issue supposed to be involved
in the late Presidential canvass, was marked by an unusual ex-
Kibition of popular fetling, and furhished an occasion of sincere
congratulation to every friend of the Union and the Constitution, |
"o the manly utterance of the sound doctrines which characterized
his inaugural address, the whole country signified itsa proval and
dcquiescence; my own judgment cordially ,eh"dors_edp the views
there 1aid doWn as the basis of bis adrsinistration, and with undi-
fhinidhed confidence in his determination sacredly to carry them
out, I look forward to an able and patriotic administration of the
eneral ‘government. ' on 5 |
~ 1 congratulate you, fellow-citizens, upon the harmonious settle-
ii’lent of those agitating quéstions which at gne time threatened to
disturb the peace of our country. My immediate predecessor was

called to the discharge of delicate duties, incident to that agitation,
by ‘most distressing calamities, from a repetition of ‘which I hope
dur future may be spared. Tt affords me much pleasure to bear
iny humnble testimony to the ability, dignity and firminess which
characterized the official conduct of our executive in relation to
those deeply aggravated issaes ; the sentiments which actuated
him, were alike honorable to the State and to himself, and reflect-
‘ed truly the feelings of our people. They meet my own cordial
approbation, and promptly on_every similar occasion, during my
official term, shall those principles be maintained. .
"The position of Maryland in connection with the discussion of
the slavery question'is.one of serious import. Being in this rela-
tion a bafder State, she isso situated as to be peculiarly liable to
the devastating consequences of fanatical forays upon her rights
‘of property. Constan(ly exposed to the insulting menaces of those
wwho ruthlessly aim at (he accomplishment of their wild schemes,
And hourly in danger of losses from the incursions of insidious
?‘B_gs,’by, her conliguity  to the free” States, and from time to time
chillénged by Solemn’ provocations to deeds of vengeance, her
*bedple have exhibited magnanimity and patriotism worthy the
‘ﬁi'gheét praise. Partaking largely of the chivalric character of their
‘Southern brethren, and keenly sensitive to any infringment of their
‘constitutional iights, they have calmly and patiently, time and a-
“gaih, submilted to wrongs and insults a{ the hands of a few mis-
uided Zealols, for the sake of peace and fraternal telations with
hér sister States. o A L
* 'Miryfand has néver syimpathized With the foes of the Uunion in



